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Work with organisations to provide evidence and impact policy relevant to supporting 

Service children in education.

Collaborate with members of the SSCE Cymru Network to conduct activities and 

produce resources that will help support Service children throughout their education.

Coordinate research and compile evidence on the experiences of Service children in 

education to ensure their needs are well understood.

Knowledge and evidence

Activity and resources

Supporting policy and systems

SSCE Cymru mission
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Contact: 

Emilee.Kinsey@newport.gov.uk

Funded by the Armed Forces Covenant Fund 

Trust, Emilee Kinsey is the latest addition to 

the SSCE Cymru team.

Joining the other RSLOs, Emilee will be 

working with schools and local authorities in 

the East Wales region to raise awareness of 

the experiences of Service children and 

embed support.

Regional School Liaison Officer (RSLO) for 

Service children for East Wales

SSCE CYMRU UPDATES

“I am extremely excited to 
start my role as RSLO for 

East Wales and will aim to 
help schools as much as 
possible to ensure that 

Service children get the best 
and most memorable school 
experiences, because every 

child deserves that, no 
matter the lifestyle they live.”
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Month of  the Military Child 2022

SSCE CYMRU UPDATES
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April is designated as the Month of the Military Child, 

which highlights the important role Service children play 

in the Armed Forces community. It is a time to applaud 

Armed Forces families and their children for the daily 

sacrifices they make and the challenges they overcome.

SSCE Cymru carried out and supported a number of activities 

during Month of the Military Child 2022, including:

- SSCE Cymru Network Webinar - Wellbeing support

- Schools: Achieving their Bronze AFFS Cymru status

- University of South Wales: Ran the first Creative Forces Day in Wales

- Forces Fitness: Family fun days in South Wales

- Army Welfare Service: “Between the Line” youth group Dandelion 

poem video

- VC Gallery: Adventures of a Service Family art exhibition and 

workshops.

http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/events/monthofthemilitarychild/default.htm
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/previoussscecymrunetworkwebinars/sscecymrunetworkwebinarwellbeingsupport/default.htm
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/schoolsandlocalauthorities/armedforcesfriendlyschools/default.htm


Month of  the Military Child 2022

SSCE CYMRU UPDATES
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Schools across Wales participated in Month of the Military 

Child 2022 through activities that raise awareness of the 

unique experiences of Service children. Schools were able 

to share and celebrate these experiences, and create an 

Armed Forces-friendly environment.

School activities included:

- Wear purple to school day

- Fun run to raise money for Armed Forces 

charities

- Dandelion themed artwork

- Assemblies about the Armed Forces and 

Service families

- Reciting the Dandelion poem in class

- Producing videos about Service children’s 

experiences.

Visit the SSCE Cymru 

website to see videos and 

photos of Month of the 

Military Child activities.

i
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Armed Forces Friendly Schools Cymru

IDENTIFY

Service 

children and a 

key member of 

staff

1. Embed 

good 

practice for 

supporting 

Service 

children

SSCE CYMRU UPDATES

2. Create a 

positive 

environment 

for Service 

children to 

share their 

experiences

3. Encourage 

schools to 

become more 

engaged with 

their Armed 

Forces 

community.

OBJECTIVES

ENGAGE

With SSCE 

Cymru and the 

Armed Forces 

community.

UNDERSTAND

Service 

children and 

their individual 

needs

The RSLOs will work closely with all schools to support them in 

achieving their status, through completing activities/actions on 

the SSCE Cymru School checklist.

Visit www.SSCECymru.co.uk for further information

CRITERIA THEMES
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15 Service children from East Wales took part in a Health and wellbeing activity residential retreat with 

Forces Fitness and SSCE Cymru!

The three-day residential took place in May at Amelia Trust Farm in the Vale of Glamorgan, and was 

supported by Welsh Guards and Woody’s Lodge. It was the first retreat of its kind for Service children residing 

in Wales and was a huge success. The programme focused on team building, communication, improving 

health and wellbeing, making new friendships, and sharing experiences whilst embracing the great outdoors. 

The weekend ended with the attendance of Captain Ian Moore of the Royal Welsh and the Armed

Forces Champion Cllr Lisa Dymock from Monmouthshire County Council, who presented the 

attendees with awards!

Service children residential

SSCE CYMRU UPDATES

100% of the 

Service 

children said 

they enjoyed 

the weekend 

and would want 

to do it again!

http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/


10

Service children residential

SSCE CYMRU UPDATES

“I enjoyed making 

friends and having a 

chance to do fun 

activities. I also enjoyed 

the movie night and 

water fight because it 

was fun to do with other 

people.”

Service child

“I liked it a lot and 

it was a lovely 

opportunity to 

meet children just 

like me!”

Service child

“Thanks very much to 

the team who put on this 

three day retreat for the 

kids. Elinor has had an 

amazing time and has 

not stopped talking 

about her adventure at 

Woody’s Lodge since 

she got home.”

Parent

“I enjoyed 

everything. I 

liked the animal 

trip and den 

building.”

Service child

“It was awesome and 

better than what I 

thought it would be. It 

was so nice talking to 

other children who 

understand the armed 

forces and being able to 

talk about their 

experiences.”

Service child

“Thank you to 

everyone involved in 

the Activity Retreat. 

To see Jake smiling 

and being confident 

enough to talk to you 

for an interview is 

amazing.”

Parent

“The SSCE Cymru

team thoroughly 

enjoyed being involved 

in discussions with the 

children and finding out 

what support they 

would like from us and 

their schools.”

Jody, SSCE

Cymru

“This was such a 

fantastic activity retreat 

for some truly amazing 

children, I honestly loved 

hearing all their stories 

and about their life 

experiences, and to see 

them all getting on so 

well was absolutely 

brilliant!!”

Sean, Forces

Fitness

http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/


For more information on the SSCE Cymru programme, 

please visit www.SSCECymru.co.uk and follow 

@SSCECymru on Twitter.

Please feel free to circulate the SSCE Cymru newsletter 

to your own network and contacts. Anyone that would 

like to join the SSCE Cymru Network can sign up here.

SSCE CYMRU UPDATES
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SSCE Cymru Network webinars 2022

SERVICE 

CHILDREN VOICE

SERVICE FAMILY 

SUPPORT

Wednesday 6th

July

14:00-16:30

Wednesday 12th

October

14:00-16:30

1. School staff

2. SSCE Cymru Network members

3. Service families.

- Share information with schools about relevant 

organisations and support

- Share good practice examples

- Provide information about funding opportunities for 

schools and local authorities.

OBJECTIVES AUDIENCE

See the SSCE Cymru website for further 

information and to book a place.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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1. SSCE Cymru support

- Participation Lead Officer

- Service children ambassadors

2. Network member presentations/workshops

- SCiP Alliance: Listening to learn

- Never Such Innocence: Voices of Armed Forces children

- Little Troopers Forces: ‘Squad’ podcast, Forces Life Club

3. Good practice examples

4. Funding opportunities

- MOD’s Education Support Fund

5. Panel Q&A.

SSCE Cymru Network webinar: 

Service children voice

Wednesday 6th

July

14:00-16:30

AGENDA

See the SSCE Cymru website

for further information and to 

book a place.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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This virtual workshop is part of our Little Troopers at School programme which aims 

to help education settings support their military children by recognising the unique 

challenges they can sometimes face.

The theme of this year’s workshop is wellbeing and mindfulness. All the children who 

take part will be sent some gifts, including a pack of positive affirmation cards.

Across the two-hour session, the children will take part in games, movement, circle 

discussions, worksheets and a mindfulness activity. Please view the workshop 

timetable on the link below. Before the session, we will of course send you everything 

required to run the session, including detailed facilitation notes and downloadable 

resources to print out.

By running a virtual workshop, our small charity can reach and benefit as many 

Service children as possible and make them feel part of this special network of 

military children across our Armed Forces community. We would love to get as many 

schools as possible taking part to make this a forces-wide event and get the children 

excited about logging in with thousands of other military children across the British 

Armed Forces community.

7th July 2022

UPCOMING EVENTS

For further information and to book onto the 

session, visit the Little Troopers website. 15

Primary School virtual workshop

http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
https://littletroopers.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ba4cd8a62c4d00f3535de174&id=798ed512df&e=3976352d76


VC Gallery – breakfast clubs

UPCOMING EVENTS

Funded by the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust, the VC Gallery are delighted to facilitate 

Saturday morning breakfast clubs for veterans, their families, reservists and cadets.

Visit the VC Gallery website for further information.
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EDUCATION ORGANISATIONS

NETWORK MEMBER UPDATES
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NETWORK MEMBER UPDATES
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The RAF Families Federation understand that children from Armed Forces 

families may encounter challenges in education due to the nature of Service life, 

including being part of a mobile family, and experiencing periods of separation 

and/or deployments. 

We are excited to share that the Service Children’s Progression Alliance (SCiP 

Alliance) have launched a free, online, interactive platform for schools to help 

them evaluate and develop their support for children from an Armed Forces 

background. 

Underpinned by rigorous research and thoroughly tested in schools, the Thriving 

Lives Toolkit provides schools with a framework of seven principles and CPD 

resources to enable them to reflect on their practices and develop their support 

for children from an Armed Forces background to improve their educational 

progression. 

If you work in education or have school-age children, perhaps you could highlight 

the Thriving Lives Toolkit to those working with Service children in your local area 

to promote this resource and help further develop the support for Service children 

in education.

SCiP Alliance: Thriving Lives Toolkit

http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
https://www.raf-ff.org.uk/
https://www.scipalliance.org/thriving-lives-toolkit
https://thrivinglives.scipalliance.org/
https://www.scipalliance.org/assets/files/SCiP-Alliance-Thriving-Lives-Toolkit-FINAL.pdf
https://thrivinglives.scipalliance.org/
https://www.raf-ff.org.uk/
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ARMED FORCES ORGANISATIONS

NETWORK MEMBER UPDATES
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NETWORK MEMBER UPDATES

Defence Children Services has Education Advisory Teams available to support Service 

families with queries they may have about their children’s education. We can support 

families wherever they are located in the world and assist parents to make informed 

decisions about their children’s education. 

The Education Advisory Teams are available to support families moving between different 

countries in the UK or overseas, to enable them to secure appropriate provision for their 

children. We encourage those involved in supporting Service children to signpost families 

to our service as early as possible so that we can advise at the earliest opportunity. 

More information about the support we offer and contact details can be found on 

our website:

https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/defence-children-services-dcs

Defence Children Services

20
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NETWORK MEMBER UPDATES

The Armed Forces Covenant Duty is expected to come into effect later this year. 

It’s important to be aware of this legal duty, whether it applies to you, and what it 

requires. The Covenant Duty places a legal obligation on certain public bodies, 

when exercising certain functions in the areas of Healthcare, Housing and Education 

to pay due regard to the Armed Forces Covenant. For example, the legislation 

includes Local Authorities, Local Health Boards, and school boards. Under the Duty, 

they will be required to be aware of the Armed Forces Community and the 

challenges that they can face, and consciously consider how they can reduce any 

disadvantages caused by Service life. In terms of education services, the functions 

that fall within scope of the duty include admissions, educational attainment and 

curriculum, child wellbeing, transport, attendance and Additional Learning Needs.

Statutory Guidance will be provided to support those in scope with understanding 

and implementing the Duty.

For further support and information on the Covenant Duty, please refer to the 

Armed Forces Covenant website. 

21

Armed Forces Covenant Duty 

http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
https://www.armedforcescovenant.gov.uk/


NETWORK MEMBER UPDATES

During Month of the Military Child, 

Armed Forces charity Help for Heroes 

asked school children in Wales to 

design a T-shirt to be worn by its 

veterans’ team as it climbs the highest 

peak in South Wales.

A team of staff, supporters, and 

veterans scaled Pen Y Fan on 15th

June, wearing their T-shirts designed 

by Sayami, a Service child at Mount 

Street Infant School in Brecon.

Sayami was presented with the first T-

shirt off the ‘production line’ at her 

school. Her design is now available to 

purchase from the charity’s online 

shop.

Veterans’ t-shirt design competition winner
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NETWORK MEMBER UPDATES
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Are you, or is someone in your family, thinking about 

applying to university in 2023? UCAS have introduced a 

new section in their application so you have the option to 

share more information about your circumstances, 

including declaring whether you are part of an Armed 

Forces family. 

For guidance from UCAS specifically created for students 

from an Armed Forces background, click here. 

See the NFF website here for further information and 

resources about Universities and Higher Education. 

UCAS: 2023 applications

http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/students-uk-armed-forces-background
https://nff.org.uk/universities-and-higher-education/


NETWORK MEMBER UPDATES
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The Army Families Federation (AFF) is the independent voice of Army families 

around the world, providing essential links between families, the Army, 

government and other decision makers. We work hard on behalf of families to 

achieve positive change and offer confidential advice on all aspects of Army life.

Get in touch with your local AFF Regional Lead (Sadie Baldwin). Sign up to our 

e-news. Visit our website at aff.org.uk and find us on Facebook, Twitter, 

LinkedIn and Instagram.

Our magazine, Army&You, is delivered four times a year to Army families in the 

UK and overseas. In our summer edition, out in print and online from 5th July, 

we look at how to build your career as a spouse or partner. Enter our summer 

giveaways including the chance to win a seaside break. Go to 

armyandyou.co.uk or find it on social media.

Forces Families Jobs, a product of AFF, is a tri-Service jobs platform, which 

links spouses, partners and family members of serving UK military personnel 

with Forces-friendly employers and training organisations. Visit 

forcesfamiliesjobs.co.uk

Army Families Federation

http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/En4uv1w/AFFeNews
https://aff.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmyFamiliesFederation
https://twitter.com/The_AFF
https://www.linkedin.com/company/army-families-federation
https://www.instagram.com/armyfamiliesfederation/
https://armyandyou.co.uk/
https://www.forcesfamiliesjobs.co.uk/


SSCE CYMRU NETWORK 

MEMBER UPDATES

LOCAL AUTHORITIES
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Officers from Powys County Council jointly 

organised an event at Brecon High School with 

the WRU’s Darren Carew, who is himself a 

veteran. The event consisted of a talk and 

inclusive rugby session, run by Darren, 

focussing on mental

health and

wellbeing.

Celebrating the Month of  the Military Child

One of the Powys officers led wellbeing sessions in 

classes with Service children. Students used feelings 

and change as a focus, reading aloud the Dandelion 

poem, creating their own dandelion pictures, designing 

emojis for the different ways they feel, and reading a 

variety of themed books. The sessions were really 

productive, as students discussed how change makes 

them feel and talked about strategies they use to

overcome challenges.

http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
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SCHOOLS

NETWORK MEMBER UPDATES
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Armed Forces Friendly Schools Cymru

NETWORK MEMBER UPDATES

Llantwit Major 

High School,

Vale of 

Glamorgan

Haverfordwest 

High VC School, 

Pembrokeshire

28

Cwmclydach 

Primary School, 

Rhondda Cynon 

Taf

Bronze awards

Ysgol Cwm 

Brombil, Neath 

Port Talbot

Llwynypia 

Primary School, 

Rhondda Cynon 

Taf

http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
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OTHER NETWORK MEMBERS

NETWORK MEMBER UPDATES
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Do you know a Service child who loves the outdoors?

Annington Challenge places
To be eligible, applicants must be a UK passport holder, be aged between 11-19 at time of participation and 

have a parent serving with the Army, Navy or Air Force. Registration of interest for 2023 is available here. Full 

applications will be available once the funding has been confirmed.

General charitable funding available through the Outward Bound Adventure Fund
5-day Basecamp 16-17 years - Aberdovey

7-day Ridge 10-12 years - Aberdovey

7-day Ridge 16-17 years - Aberdovey

14-day Summit 13-15 years - Ogwen Cottage

14-day Summit 16-17 years - Ogwen Cottage

19-day Pinnacle 16-17 years

5-day Outward Bound Basecamp Adventure for 16-17 years

Interested in a Free Taster course at one of  our Lake District centres in October?
With a focus on delivering Wellbeing and resilience. Visit the Outward Bound website for further information.

Outward Bound Adventure Programme

http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/the-annington-challenge%23register-your-interest
https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/fund-your-adventure
https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/courses/basecamp-5-day-adventure-16-19
https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/courses/ridge-7-day-adventure-10-12
https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/courses/ridge-7-day-adventure-16-17
https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/courses/summit-14-day-adventure-13-15
https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/courses/summit-14-day-adventure-16-17
https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/courses/pinnacle-ultimate-expedition-16-17
https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/courses/basecamp-5-day-adventure-16-19
https://www.outwardbound.org.uk/free-taster-course


NETWORK MEMBER UPDATES

If you, your child, or someone else you know is due to get exam results soon, Careers Wales and 

Working Wales are here to help. 

Our expert advisers can guide and support you through your options, even if you’re not sure what 

they are yet.

Whether you need advice on getting onto the right college course, finding an apprenticeship, support 

with writing a CV or starting your own business, we can provide the helping hand you need.

Our centres across Wales are open and ready to support you. Call 0800 028 4844 to book or visit 

our contact page for more ways to get in touch.

Exam season
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FUNDING UPDATES
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This programme will award grants of up to £10,000 for community projects that 

reduce isolation and promote integration; supporting post-Covid recovery in local 

Armed Forces communities affected by isolation.

Schools, education settings and local authorities are eligible to apply for this 

programme.

2022 application deadlines:

8th August

14th November

For further information and advice/guidance, visit the SSCE Cymru website.

Forces for Change programme

FUNDING UPDATES
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http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/schoolsandlocalauthorities/funding/default.htm


Available across the UK to assist schools and local authorities in overcoming the 

challenges faced due to significant impact of the Armed Forces lifestyle. 

2023 application deadline:

30th September

For further information and advice/guidance, visit the SSCE Cymru website.

Education Support Fund 2023

FUNDING UPDATES
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http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/schoolsandlocalauthorities/funding/default.htm


Welsh Government funding

£200,000 will be distributed to the local authorities in Wales based on funding plans developed with 

the RSLOs and SSCE Cymru.

For further information on how the funds will be distributed and used, visit the SSCE Cymru website.

• LA and/or school collaboration

• The needs of their Service children

• Supporting schools who demonstrate good practice and are 
proactive in supporting their Service children

• Sustainable projects with a lasting impact to Service children

• How the impact could be monitored and measured.

2022/23

LAs are encouraged to consider:

FUNDING UPDATES
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FUNDING UPDATES

Service 

children –

funding 

guidance for 

schools in 

Wales

Contact 

RSLOs for 

support 

and 

advice.

For information on funding streams available to support Service 

children, visit the SSCE Cymru website.

SSCE Cymru funding support

36

http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
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https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/schoolsandlocalauthorities/funding/default.htm
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RESOURCES
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Month of  the Military Child

Network webinar: Wellbeing support

Further information 

available here.

RESOURCES

SSCE Cymru website:

new pages/resources

Further information 

available here.

Recordings from the SSCE Cymru Network webinar which took place in April, with a focus on 

how schools and education settings can support Service children’s wellbeing needs.

38

Films of how schools and organisations in Wales celebrated Month of the Military Child in 

April 2022. Including the VC Gallery: Adventures of a Service Family art exhibition and 

workshops, Army Welfare Service Brecon: Dandelion poem, and Haverfordwest High School: 

Experiences of Service children.

https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/events/monthofthemilitarychild/default.htm
http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/previoussscecymrunetworkwebinars/sscecymrunetworkwebinarwellbeingsupport/default.htm


School 

Toolkit Tools

Good 

practice 

examples

Learning 

Welsh films

Service 

children’s 

experiences 

films

SSCE Cymru resources summary

Directory of 

support
Newsletters

Service 

children ALN 

report

School survey 

report

Funding 

guidance

Parent/carer 

survey report

Listening to 

our Service 

children 

report

RESOURCES

Service 

Family 

Guide

www.SSCE

Cymru.co.uk 
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http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/Toolkits/SchoolToolkit
http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/toolkits/sscecymrutools/default.htm
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/resources/casestudies/default.htm
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/servicechildren/learningwelsh/default.htm
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/servicechildren/servicechildrensexperiences/default.htm
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/resources/directoryofsupport/default.htm
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/resources/sscecymrunewsletters/default.htm
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/Research/ServiceChildrenALNReport
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/files/SSCE Cymru school survey (2019) findings (E).pdf
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/schoolsandlocalauthorities/funding/default.htm
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/files/SSCE Cymru parent-carer survey (2020) findings (E).pdf
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/files/SSCE Cymru - Listening to our Service Children (2020) findings (E).pdf
http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/files/SSCE Cymru Service Family Guide (E)-compressed.pdf
http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/


Homeport Envoy Army & You

Available here.

RESOURCES

Family Federation magazines

Available here.

Available here.
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https://nff.org.uk/homeport-magazine/
http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
https://issuu.com/armyandyoumag/docs/compiled?fr=sOGVkNjE4MzU5ODE
https://edition.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=228124e9-08bb-4266-9800-b489f1ceec07


CASE STUDIES
SSCE Cymru has a suite of case 

studies on the website, sharing 

examples of good practice in schools 

and local authorities across Wales.

To tell us about the work you are 

doing and how it has benefited your 

Service children or school 

community, please contact 

SSCECymru@wlga.gov.uk
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http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/resources/casestudies/default.htm
mailto:SSCECymru@wlga.gov.uk


The next SSCE Cymru Newsletter will be circulated in Autumn 2022.

If  you would like to contribute content to the next issue, please send 

it to SSCECymru@wlga.gov.uk by 6th September 2022.

Follow us on Twitter @SSCECymru
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http://www.sscecymru.co.uk/
mailto:SSCECymru@wlga.gov.uk
https://twitter.com/SSCECymru
https://twitter.com/SSCECymru

